OF SOUTH CAROLINA

Section (2599): The County Boards of Education shall divide
their counties into convenient school districts, as compact in form
as practicable, having regard to natural boundaries, and not to ex-
ceed forty-nine nor be less than nine square miles in area, and
shall alter the lines thereof, and create additional school districts
from time to time as the interests of the schools may, in their judg-
ment, demand: Provided, That no new school district shall be erected
by the said County Board of Education, except upon the petition
of at least one-third of the qualified electors embraced within the
limits of such proposed school district: Provided, further, That
no school district shall be consolidated except upon a petition of at
least one-third of the qualified voters of the school district proposed
to be consolidated: Provided, further, Whenever territory embraced
in two or more counties is proposed to be formed into one school
district, the same may be formed by the joint action of the Board
of Education of the respective counties as herein provided for the
formation of school districts in a county: Provided, That in cities
of ten thousand inhabitants and over, this limitation of area shall
not apply: Provided, further, That when any school district laid
out under this Section shall embrace cities or towns already organ-
ized into special school districts, in which graded school buildings
have been erected by the issue of bonds, or by special taxation, or
by donation, all the territory included in said school district shall
bear its just proportion of any tax that may be levied to liquidate
such bonds or support the public schools therein: Provided, further,
That the area of school districts in the Counties of Spartanburg
and Greenville shall be such as may be prescribed by the County
Board of Education in said counties as each occasion may arise:
Provided, That the area in any particular instance shall not be less
than six square miles in Spartanburg County and not less than one
square mile in Greenville County. The present division of the coun-
ties into school districts shall remain until changed by the County
Boards of Education: Provided, further, That the area of any
existing school district in the County of Florence shall not be so
cut or disturbed as to reduce said area to less than thirteen square
miles in area. The County Boards of Education are authorized and
empowered to make contracts for the purpose of dividing their
counties into proper school districts, and to provide for the payment
of the expenses thereof out of the school funds of the county.
Every school district now organized, or to be hereafter organized
in pursuance of this Section, is and shall be a body politic and cor-
porate, by the name and style of School District No. - (such
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